TO  THE 


STflRTFORTH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

mmnh  report,  bos. 


GENTLEMEN, 

I. 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  report  for  the  year  1905.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
the  statistics  are  not  so  satisfactory  as  those  during  the  preceding  year,  there  having  been  a 
considerable  increase  in  the  mortality,  both  general  and  infantile,  particularly  the  latter. 

Forty-four  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year,  giving  a  rate  of  mortality  of  15-69  per 
1,000  of  the  estimated  population  (2,803). 

The  infantile  mortality  was,  as  already  stated,  very  much  increased,  n  deaths  having 
been  registered  under  one  year  of  age,  ar.nounting  to  3-92  per  1,000  inhabitants,  or  183*33  per 
■4Qo.Q-bi.rth s  registered.  Three  -deaths  were  ascribed  to  Pneumonia,  and  three  to 

Premature  Birth. 

Fourteen  deaths  were  registered  of  persons  over  65  years  of  age,  the  oldest  being  a  male 
95  years  old. 

Disease  of  the  Respiratory  Organs  accounted  for  5  deaths,  or  178  per  1,000  inhabitants. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  not  a  single  death  was  caused  by  Pulmonary  Consumption,  and 
and  only  4  by  Tubercular  Disease  of  the  Brain  and  Joints. 

Heart  Disease  accounted  for  ten  deaths. 

Two  deaths  were  caused  by  Infectious  Disease. 

Sixty  births  were  registered  during  the  year. 

II. 

% 

The  rate  of  general  sickness  was  higher  during  the  year  1905,  more  particularly  so  in 
the  first  and  last  three  mouths,  and  was  chiefly  of  the  nature  of  Dung  affections.  Owing  to  the 
dryness  of  the  seasons  there  was  not  much  Rheumatism  prevalent. 

Infectious  Disease  was  not  very  conspicuous  by  its  presence  in  my  district,  only  15  cases 
having  been  notified  to  me  during  the  year,  namely  :  — 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  7  cases 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  7  ,, 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  1  case 

Total  ...  ...  •  ..  15  cases 

Diphtheria  occurred  mainly  in  the  Ovington  district,  whence  5  cases  were  notified  to 
me.  On  investigation  I  found  that  two  patients  had  been  attending  school  at  Winston  village, 
where  an  epidemic  of  Diphtheria  prevailed,  and  had  contracted  the  disease  there.  In  the  other 
three  instances  the  cause  was  ascertained  to  be  the  insanitary  conditions  of  the  dwelling-house. 
Two  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  to  me  from  the  Bowes  and  Startforth  sub-districts,  and 
were  due  to  the  antiquated  and  insanitary  conditions  of  the  dwelling-house. 

The  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  all  occurred  in  the  Startforth  sub-district.  Five  were  treated 
at  home,  and  two  were  removed  to  Hury  Infectious  Hospital,  owing  to  the  want  of  proper  means 
of  isolation  m  the  patients’  own  home. 

I  cannot  but  again  allude  to  the  situation  of  the  Council’s  Infectious  Hospital.  It  was 
very  awkward  and  not  a  little  dangerous  to  remove  one  of  the  patients  all  the  way  from  Ovington 
to  Hury — a  distance  of  nearly  20  miles.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  the  Council  will  see  its  wav  to 
come  to  an  arrangement  with  the  Barnard  Castle  Rural  District  to  make  use  of  that  Council’s 
Infectious  Hospital  when  completed. 

Of  other  Infectious  Disease  I  need  only  mention  Whooping  Cough,  which  prevailed 
during  a  good  part  of  the  year  in  the  Bowes  sub-district. 


III. 


The  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  district  has  undergone  thorough  inspection.  Several 
portions  have  even  received  from  me  a  house-to-house  visitation.  A  good  many  efforts  have 
been  made  to  improve  the  district  from  a  health  point  of  view,  and  I  think  considerable  success 
has  been  achieved. 

Together  with  Dr.  Manby,  Local  Government  Inspector,  I  visited  Startforth,  Brignal, 
Scargill,  Boldroti,  and  Bowes,  and,  later  on  by  myself,  the  village  of  Ovington,  and  had  occasion 
to  draw  your  attention  to  the  various  defects  in  farmhouses,  cottages,  and  cow-byres,  and  the 
water  supply.  Some  of  them  have,  I  am  glad  to  say,  been  rectified. 

The  water  supply  of  the  district  has  been  fairly  satisfactory.  Improvements  have  been 
effected  at  Barfortli,  Barningham,  Brignal,  Gilmonby,  Lartington  (supplied  to  each  house  from  the 
Tees  Valley  Water  Board’s  mains),  and  partly  in  Scargill.  In  the  latter  district  some  farmhouses, 
notably  Thwaites,  still  require  attention. 

The  sewerage  and  drainage  of  the  district,  which  being  mainly  an  agricultural  one, 
consisting  of  small  villages  and  farmhouses,  has,  on  the  whole,  been  good.  Improvements  have 
been  carried  out  during  the  year  in  Barniugham,  Startforth,  and  Bowes,  where  a  new  sewer  has 
been  laid.  Thorpe  Hall,  Gilmonby  Hall,  and  Wycliffe  Hall  have  been  provided  with  a  new  and 
efficient  system  of  sewage  disposal. 

In  connection  with  the  cleansing  of  ashpits  in  Startforth  and  Bowes  I  recommended  the 
Council  to  take  this  in  hand,  and  not  leave  it  to  the  goodwill  of  the  farmers.  The  work  would 
then  be  done  more  regularly,  and  conduce  to  better  sanitation. 

In  the  course  of  my  inspections  I  have  had  occasion  to  visit  slaughter-houses,  dairies, 
and  cowsheds,  and  have  had  to  report  adversely  on  several  in  Boldron,  Bowes,  and  Scargill. 
Most  of  them  have  been  remedied,  and  put  on  to  a  more  sanitary  footing. 

The  administration  of  the  Factory  Act  has  worked  satisfactorily.  I  have,  as  usual,  paid 
periodical  visits  to  the  one  factory  in  my  district  and  to  several  workshops,  and  found  all  in 
good  order. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

ALFRED  H.  SEVIER,  M.B., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Printed  at  the  “  Teesdale  Mercury”  Office,  Market  Place,  Barnard  Castle. 
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